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The Helen Spiker Log House is a late nineteenth century
two-story log structure built in a IL-shape plan. 'The style,
construction, plan, and ornamental dectails are typical of
log construction found during the late ninetéenth century in
this region. It has two-over-two sash window frames with arched-
topped upper panes, an ornamental feature that was quite popular
in the eastern section of Washington County. The farm complex,
which once had a double-pen log barn, now contains only the log
farmhouse.

The farmstead is located on a lane south of Greenbrier Road,
approximately .8 mile east of Roonesboro-Mt. Lena Road. The
house sits at the end of a .1 mile dirt lane. It is a level
site with a branch of Little Beaver Creek running between the
house and Greenbrier Road. The property is within the boundary
of Greenbrier State Park in Washington County Maryland.

The Helen Spiker Log House is a two-story, three-bay by
two-bay structure with a two-bay ell. The main facade faces
east and has a central entrance with two-over—two sash windows
in the outer bays of the first story and three bays in second
story. The window and door frames are set out from the log
.providing evidence that the log was once covered in weatherboard
siding that has been removed from the structure. The logs are

V-notched at the corners and have wide spaces filled with stones,

”~

z

woodchips, and mortar. The structure sits on a stone foundation
that is partially collapsed. [t has a steep gable roof covered

in sheet metal.
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Draft--Helen Spiker Log House

The north facade has an entrance in the easternmost

are
bay of the ell. Two-over—two sash windows,on the other three

TR
bays of the first story and the four bays of the second story.
The gable is covered in asphalt shingles and has two small
windows. The box cornice returns at the gable end. The south
facade has an early fwentieth century brick chimney centrally
located with a basement entrance running below the chimney.
Two-over-two sash windows are located onc on each story and
the gable ornamentation is identical to the north gable end.
The ell on the south side has a dougle—tiered perch that is
falling down. The porch has an entrance and a window leading
to it on each floor. The west gable end has a early twentieth
century chimney and a single window on each story.

The basic element of ornamentation to the structure are the
door and window frames. They are relatively unelaborate with
board frames consisting of a band of beading down the center in
a serpenting-molded top. The sash is two-over—two sash with the
upper sash consisting of wood arches on each pane. The arched
upper sash was a popular technique in this section of Washington
County.

The interior floor plan consists of three rooms with the

stairs in the south room. The stairs are located in the southwest

nedel
corner of the room and have a roundeld leseweld post with square
balusters. The stairs have serpentine stair ends. This south

. Qi ., -
room pruvides escess to the other two rooms as the partition wall

between the two northern rooms does not contain a doorway to

provide direct access between those two Tooms.
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The house has been substantially vandalized since the
1979 survey. Also, a double-pen log barn that stood on the site
and is described in th¥s 1979 survey 1s no longer standing.
The gable windows had two panes with arched tops.
Wire nails are found throughout the building.

Significance. The Helen Spiker Log Hlouse illustrates a

number ol features of late nineteenth century domestic architec-
ture in Washington County. Foremost, it shows the prevalence

of log construction as a building type into the late nineteenth
century in this region. Secondly, it depicts the evolution

of the I.-shaped farmhouse plan into a large compact structure
with specific characteristics that persisted throughout the
nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century. The
Spiker House also shows the influence of Victorian architectural
styles, particularly through the window ornamentation found in
the structure. Thus; the house and its characteristics represent
the later stage of log construction in farmhouses in Washington
County.

The Helen Spiker Log House is a late nineteenth century
structure that shows the persistcnce of log construction in
Washington County. While many vegions were becoming quite
accessible to railroad commerce and were abandoning regional
building methods to incorporate late ninetecenth century building
technology, many sections of Washington County retained regional
charactcristics and building. The abundance of timber as a
incxpersive construction matcrial in these areas meant that log
construction persisted for small log houses as well as larger

farmhouse structures. The Spiker llonse is an excellent example
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of a large farmhouse constructed of log.

The Spiker Log House also shows the evolution of the L-shaped
plan to its late nineteénth century form. Earlier L-shaped
houses evolved through additions being added to the structure
or in early versions of L-shaped floor plans. At the Spiker
Log House there is a fully-mature, L-shape plan with an inset
double-tiered porch under a symmetrical gable roof on the ell.
However, the interior room arrangement follows a rural floor
pattern and does not contain a central stair hall popular in
late ninetcenth century domestic architecture. Instead, the
interiov has a three-room plan with a corner stair 1n the
south room. The two northern rooms are not accessible to
one another through the south room.

The Spiker house does show an influence of late nineteenth
century domestic architecture in its window frames. The frames
are constructed of a mass-produced board frame with beading
down the center of the board. The window sash uses a popular
Victorian style with the two upper panes having round-arches.
The gable end windows have a similar arrangement consisting of
two pane windows with each pane having an arched top. This
-style of window sash was particularly popular along the eastern
section of Washington County.

There have been few changes or alterations to the Spiker

House. The exterior wood siding has been removed from the
structure to leave an exposed log exterior. Asphalt shingles

have been added to the gables which probably are originally

covered with wood siding. An early twentieth century chimney

473
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has been added to the south and west gable end.

The structure has been vandalized through the removal of
window sash and somec interior features such as the handraii
to the stairs. The basic components of the structure are solid

except for the stone foundation.
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ADDENDA

In 1984 the Department of Natural Resources contracted
with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected
historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field
survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy.

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files.

All original material and photographs remain in the possession
of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision

of Ross Kimmel (x3771).
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED gomeAL SITE
GOOD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
z/FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

. ‘This farmstead is located south of Greenbrier Road at the

- settlement of Greenbrier and is within the boundary of Greenbrier
State Park in Washington COunty, Maryland. The complex dates from
"the late 19th century. ' ' -

The house is a two story, dthree bay L-shaped log building
resting on stone foundations. The wall construction is exposed
and weathering of the logs suggests that they have been uncovered for
some time. Window and door trim is set out,twewesey, to receive
- siding. The logs are hand hewn and display inverted "V" notching
at the corners. |4 (s l'.ka,_l that the [oGs wae Sded OGNy

Windows and doors are aligned with each Q@rher in the walls.
Windows have two over two pane sashes with the upper sashes having
round arched panes. The architraves have flat top nieces with
molded trim. The main entrance is located in the central bay of
' the front elevation. The door has four vertical panels and
* does not include a transom. It is trimmed similarly to the windows.
The ell to the rear of the house has similar windows and doors
to that of the front section. The east elevation of the ell has
‘a two story porch sunported by sauare nosts.

The gables of the house are sheathed with asphalt shingles.
Twentieth century exterior brick chimneys are located against the
south end wall and the east end wall. The roof is covered with
. standing seam sheet metal.

Inside, a staircase is located against the-east end wall of
. the main section. - It features turned newel posts which do not
appear to have received any finish. Curved facing fBmtshes the
ends of the risers. - timg

Although it is vacant and hgas suffered some vandalism, the
house appears to be basically solid and in good condition.

West of the hog is a two pen log barn constructed of round
logs some of which #till retain their bark. The barn also has
a log forebay supported by massive wooden posts. The bark roof
.1s of corrugated sheet metal which is missing in some areas. The
‘barn is in deteriorated condition but is salvageable.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This complex consisting of a late 19th century log house and
barn is outstanding as an example of regional vernacular archi-
tecture illustrating the prominent use of log as a construction
material.

. Log barns are highly unuéual in Washington County although
records suggest that the majority of barns in the 13th and 19th
centuries were of log construction. Today fewer than a dozen

of these structures are knowvn to exist in Washineton County. This

barn, although deteriorated remains intact showing thelconstrﬁction,
appearance and use of these structures.

The house which never had plumbing has survived to the present
with very few alterations. The changes include the 20th century
chimneys _amd the application of asphalt shingles to the gables, aut
Mmav..(' P t?L‘l":’t.’:" }ﬁ—ltf . . .

Although relatively late in the history of log construction
this complex provides excellent visual documentation of an out-
standing architectural type and suggest an important part of the
cultural history of the residents of the slopes of South Mountain
where log houses predominate. -

The complex is worthy for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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